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Former Members and Sisters Enjoy 
“Journey of Blessings” Weekend
Over 135 people gathered the weekend of August 15 – 17, 2008 for the “Journey of 
Blessings Weekend” to reconnect current members and former members of the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ American Province.  The group consisted of 65 former 
members and a few more than 70 of the current members.

The weekend included prayer services, 
tours, conversation circles, and many 
opportunities for visiting and connecting 
how their lives have remained blessings 
that continue in different locations over 
the years.

Both extending and receiving hospitality 
made everyone feel that where they are 
in life and what they are doing continues 
to be the “living out” of the charism 
of Catherine Kasper.  In this way the 
weekend’s title, “Journey of Blessings” 

Midsummer Days in Nigeria
Sister Christeta Hess from the PHJC German Province 
lives in Nigeria.  She shares a typical summer day in 
July, 2008.
In most areas where our Sisters work, it is midsummer 
now.  It is hot, the time for vacations has come, many 
children are happily looking forward to free weeks, 
and many of the Sisters too plan for their vacations.  In 
tropical areas where PHJCs are working, there is no such 
thing as summer.  There is only the difference between 
the seven months of rain from May to November and the 
five months of dry time from December to April.  This 
latter time is often called the famine season.  Nothing 
much grows, and people have to eat what they have 
stored from the last crops.  Everyone eagerly awaits the new rains which will enable 
them to plant a new crop.

(“Journey of Blessings” Weekend, continued on page 8)

Reunion attendees wearing the prayer 
shawls received as a gift

tropical areas where PHJCs are working, there is no such 

the seven months of rain from May to November and the 

(Midsummer Days in Nigeria, continued on page 10)

Sister Christeta in Nigeria
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Mission Story

Light, Hope and Prosperity in Ashalaya 
Vidyanagar, India
“Light, Hope and Prosperity” is the 
vision of Ashalaya in Vidyanagar, 
Bangalore where Sister Roshni, 
PHJC is ministering.   Ashalaya 
means Home of Hope, welling forth 
the inner light, leading to integration 
and well-being.  The motivation 
behind the establishment of this 
center is “to set people into freedom 
from the darkness of life and the 
shadow of death” thereby leading 
them out of the vicious circle of 
poverty and misery.  

The thrust of the Poor Handmaids 
of Jesus Christ ministry in 
Ashalaya is to address the 
needs of school age children, 
orphans, working class women, 
marginal farmers and quarry 
workers.  One aspect of this 
ministry has been blessed this 
year by funding from Terre des 
Hommes, Netherlands.  This 
fund addresses the need for the 
rehabilitation and prevention of 
child labor through community 
based programs.

Ashalaya has expanded the 
initial work among the quarry 
workers to include over 1500 
families in the surrounding villages 
in health education programs.  
Through the assistance of 
healthcare workers, families learn 
better health practices such as the 
use of boiled water, prevention of 
vector diseases, better sanitation 
and preparation of nutritious food.

Forty-five (45) self-help groups 
have been formed in various 
villages.  Women participate in 

awareness programs which include 
leadership development, women 
empowerment, and women and 
child health care.  Various family 
and social issues are addressed 
through these self-help groups.  

Ashalaya steadily develops 
programs for skill training.  Over 
200 young girls and women from 
poor families have been trained in 
tailoring and embroidery.  After 
the successful completion of 
the training, the participants are 
provided with sewing machines. 

We also owe the success of 
this program to the Karnataka 
government as it granted 
permission to start two certificate 
courses in fashion designing 
and dress making with machine 
embroidery and knitting.  
Admission to these courses opens 
up the possibility for better job 
opportunities.

Ashalaya funds the education 
of children belonging to the 
economically deprived families, 

orphans, working class women, 

year by funding from Terre des 

rehabilitation and prevention of 
child labor through community 

Tailoring class in Vidyanagar

who are ordinary stone breakers 
living with little income.  Since they 
work very hard during the day most 
of the men take alcohol at night.  So 
their poverty continues.  Parents are 
illiterate too.  They give preference 
to the boys for minimum education.  
Girls are very badly neglected.  
Thus the Education Project of 
Ashalaya finances the education of 
about 35 children.

Preventing the students from 
dropping out of school is a 
challenge.  Students are invited to 
the tutoring centers in the evening 

for learning assistance; this 
prevents them from dropping 
out of school to earn a meager 
wage to supplement family 
income.  It is important to 
stress the long-term value 
of education rather than the 
immediate need to provide 
food on the table.  One 
can see that it is a difficult 
choice for a child and parents 
who live in substandard 
conditions.  Along side this 
program, Ashalaya works 

with children in the villages much 
like the Head Start Programs in 
the USA.  Besides early childhood 
education, nutritious meals are also 
served.

Through a saving scheme program, 
children are taught to save 2 -10 
rupees a week. This amounts to 
about 5 - 25 cents.  Ashalaya then 
pays interest to the children at the 
beginning of the new school year.  
They can then provide themselves 
with the purchase of uniforms, 
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books and note books.  Over 500 
children are in this program.  

Ashalaya enrolled 230 women 
who are elderly widows to get their 
pension from the Panchayat.  A 
medical camp was conducted in 
collaboration with Jain Hospital 
Bangalore for 31 physically 
handicapped people of the 
surrounding village.  The hospital 
takes care of the entire treatment.  
Thanks to the benefactors for their 
kind and generous support.

What are the dreams of Ashalaya 
for 2008-2009?  To name a few:
•  Ashalaya has identified 90 

rural children belonging to 
the migrant families that are 
involved in quarry work.  
Many of these children are 
malnourished.  Besides needing 
good nourishment, they need to 
be motivated to continue their 
education.

•  Adequate learning material 
must be provided to attract more 
children and make education a 
joyful experience.

Women at vocational center

•  Joyful and attractive learning 
centers for the children need to 
be made available in the villages.

•  Efforts need to be made in the 
villages to promote and uphold 
the rights of children.

•  Self help groups need to be 
guided in promoting savings for 
future needs.

•  Pregnant women need to be 
helped to improve their health 
status.

The success of Ashalaya is often 
accompanied by hardships and 
difficulties.  This summer the 
PHJCs in India were notified that 
the Ashalaya Social Center will be 
demolished because of the need 
to expand the road to the new 
international airport in Bangalore.  
A new location must be found 
and additional funding needs to 
be sought. The compensation 
that would be granted by the 
government will be a scanty 
amount and it will not be sufficient 
to purchase another plot of land 
and to put up a new building.  At 
the same time the Indian Province 
is not in a position to invest large 
amounts of money once again 
for the needed land and building.    
However, the ministry will 
continue and the dream of Ashalaya 
will come to fulfillment.  Sister 
Roshni and her animators need 
our help and support.  Because of 
the extreme poverty of the people 
being served, the entire project 
depends on outside contributions.

- Sister Jolise May, PHJC General 
Superior
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Ancilla Systems

Parishioners Serve Nazareth Home
“God, you teach about humility…

the desire that you have for us 
to use our gifts to care for your 

children who are in need.”

Fr. Sammie Maletta
St. John the Evangelist Parish

These words in a homily delivered on September 2, 
2001, offer the backdrop and inspiration that has led to 
the development of more than 100 ministries within St. 
John the Evangelist Church of St. John, Indiana.  Later, 
in 2003,  Father Maletta would use Nazareth Home 
as an example to encourage a group of 8th graders 
from the parish to be more involved—to volunteer and 
give back to the community—to make a difference!  
These two prophetic moments led Helen Rutkowski 
to talk with Toni Shropshire, then Vice President for 
Marketing and Community Affairs at St. Catherine 
Hospital.  An invitation to the blessing for the playroom 
at Nazareth—then a new extension—was all the further 
inspiration needed for Helen to propose 
Nazareth Home as one of the ministries 
of focus by the Peace and Social Justice 
Committee (PSJ) at St. John.  

She started with just nine volunteers, 
and since that time,  Helen has led 
an active group of more than 100 
volunteers from St. John as they have, 
individually and collectively, wrapped 
their arms of love and care about 
Nazareth Home and the babies there.  
As you might suspect, it’s not difficult 
to get people to volunteer as “cuddlers.”   
The volunteers have given hundreds 
of hours in service as “cuddlers.”  But 
in addition, as the holidays, especially 
Christmas, approach, the St. John 
volunteers have literally contributed 
truckloads of toys, clothes, baby 
toiletries and other household items 
needed for the daily operation of 
Nazareth Home.  

Volunteering at Nazareth Home has had many rewards 
for the children, but the volunteers most often speak 
of the rewards that they have received from their 
experiences.  The volunteer opportunity has provided 
some mother-daughter teams and many unexpected 
pleasures, such as uninterrupted time together, and 
sharing in the nurturing of another human being.  
Helen and Maryanne Lesnewski, each spoke of the 
pleasure in seeing their daughters nurturing a child.  
Helen observed, “Whether or not my daughters ever 
have children, I have experienced the joy of seeing 
them interacting with, caring for, and nurturing a 
child.  That has given me such satisfaction.”  

Maryanne credits her daughter Nancy’s involvement 
at Nazareth Home as the spark that got her involved.  
Hearing Nancy’s excited accounts of her experiences 
after each visit, Maryanne decided to come along 
and find out more, and ultimately to volunteer.  She 
characterized her time as especially enjoyable because 
the last of her children are now out of the house, in 
college and pursuing their careers. 

Nancy Lesniewski not only 
spoke of her special time 
spent with her mom during 
their volunteering, but 
also credits her experience 
at Nazareth Home as the 
catalyst for her career choice 
once she enrolled in college. 
Nancy is a junior at Indiana 
University-Bloomington in 
Speech Therapy.  She recalls, 
“My mom is a nurse and that 
was my first inspiration, then 
working with the babies and 
seeing the improvements they 
made with therapists, helped 
me decide to major in Speech 
Therapy.  Of course, I love 
playing with the babies, and 
rocking them to sleep, but 
they’ve inspired me in so 
many other ways.”  Nancy 

Nancy Lesniewski volunteering at 
Nazareth Home
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You have the option of using your VISA or 
MasterCard to make your donations.  For some of 
our donors, this is a more convenient way to give.  

By using a credit card, you can eliminate the 
need for check-writing each donation.  To assure 
accuracy, you will receive a receipt from the 
credit card company and a receipt from the PHJC 
Development Offi ce.

Thank you for supporting our ministries.

Making a
Donation
is Easy!

directly attributes her other volunteer involvements to 
the experiences that she has had at Nazareth Home.  
She said, “In June 2008, I went to the Dominican 
Republic to do relief work with my church, and I fell 
in love with a little boy there who is in need.  I’ve 
become his sponsor and my friends help me out with 
the sponsorship while I’m in school, but I know 
that I learned a lot of empathy for children through 
volunteering at Nazareth Home.  I have loved the 
whole experience!  The babies make me so happy!”  
Nancy enjoyed the babies so much that she tried to get 
her parents to adopt one of the babies.  

fulfillment of her community service hours for 
Confirmation.  Olivia states, “I love spending time 
with the kids and seeing the smiles on their faces.  
I really enjoy the quality time I get to spend with 
my mom, and we get McDonald’s and sundaes 
afterwards.”  Theresa noted that this time together 
is so special because with five children, she doesn’t 
get to spend as much time with Olivia, and this is 
cherished time for both.  The Community Service 
hours have long-since been fulfilled, but Theresa 
and Olivia continue their 2-3 hours of volunteering 
each month.  Father Maletta continues to inspire his 
parishioners, as Theresa acknowledged his most recent 
challenge to the parish to “look outside yourself, and 
give to someone in need.  Focusing on the needs of 
others helps you put your life in perspective, and be 
grateful for the family and support that you have, 
when others have little or nothing.”  

Father Maletta’s thoughtful words and the 
magnificent examples of his parishioners provide 
glorious inspiration for all who question their gift(s) 
to the world.

-	Renae Brantley, Regional Director of Development 
Services, Ancilla Systems, Inc. and External RelationsMissy, Christina and Laurie playing with children

Likewise, Helen says that all three of her daughters 
have had their lives changed and their career choices 
made by their volunteer experiences at Nazareth 
Home.  Missy is a Developmental Therapist; Christina, 
a graduate student at Miami University of Ohio in 
Speech and Language Pathology, acknowledged 
the influence of the one-to-one experience with the 
children and helping them to overcome developmental 
delays as an influence on her career choice; and, 
Laurie, a nursing school student, wrote insightfully 
in her college admissions essay of the experience of 
holding an infant [at Nazareth Home] who is shaking 
uncontrollably from withdrawal and through that 
experience she gained the empathy needed to care for 
people at the end of life.

Both Theresa Birlson and her daughter Olivia 
look forward to their once a month volunteering at 
Nazareth, which started in January 2008 as Olivia’s 
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Ancilla College

It’s not difficult to identify the influence the Poor 
Handmaids of Jesus Christ have had on Ancilla College.

It goes beyond financial support.  It certainly goes 
beyond presence in the classrooms or on the Board 
of Trustees.  It even goes beyond the sharing of the 
same land.

Core values of the Poor Handmaids – 
openness to the Spirit, community, simplicity, 
dignity and respect for all – are believed to 
flow from joyful service to all, especially 
with the needy and underserved.

It is in this spirit, clear as day, that Ancilla 
College has followed the example the Poor 
Handmaids have set forth.

One only needs to see the efforts Ancilla College 
has made to assist the Sojourner Truth House, the 
Heminger House, and the United Way.  Certainly, 
the efforts have not ended there, but these examples 
provide an excellent introduction to the good works 
Ancilla College has done in recent months.

For the 10th consecutive year, Ancilla has held its 
annual United Way pledge drive.  As is custom, 
pledge drive organizers John Gough and Sharon 
Blubaugh use a theme – this year’s was a take on 
American Graffiti – complete with costumes, music, 
and even a classic automobile to raise awareness 
among students at Ancilla.  Students were also treated 
to the annual “Swim for United Way,” as Gough and 
Todd Zeltwanger both took a late-September plunge 
into Lake Galbraith as a way to reward students for 
meeting their pledge goals.

Ancilla College Lives Out PHJC Values
Ancilla students and faculty, as well as the PHJC 
Ministry Center, collected goods for the Heminger 
House, a shelter for abused women and children in 
Plymouth, Indiana.  Almost 300 food items, along 
with monetary donations, were raised for the shelter, 
which filled to capacity almost immediately in its first 
week of operations.

openness to the Spirit, community, simplicity, 

John Gough and Todd 
Zeltwanger pull a boat 

containing Sharon 
Blubaugh, Sister Carleen 

Wrasman, PHJC, and 
Sister Judith Diltz, PHJC, 
during the annual United 

Way Pledge Drive

Gene Reese, Athletic 
Director, Ancilla College; 
Linda Mullen-Clevenger, 
Director, Heminger 
House; Todd Zeltwanger, 
Executive Director of 
Institutional Advancement, 
Ancilla College

On October 20, students, staff and 
administrators traveled together to the 
Sojourner Truth House in Gary, donating 
collected items and volunteering their 
services for the day.  This has become an 
annual tradition for members of Ancilla 
College, fulfilling a promise that Ancilla 
College President Dr. Ron May made to 
Sojourner Truth House, pledging ongoing 
support from the Donaldson-based campus.

These are merely three examples of the charitable 
work of Ancilla College.  It is in this spirit that 
Ancilla College continues to uphold the values of 
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ, providing an 
education to students that reaches far beyond its 
textbooks and classrooms.

- James Drzewiecki, Men’s Sports Information Director, 
Ancilla College
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Discernment for Community Ministry
Religious life presents many opportunities for service. 
Indeed for those of us within the Spiritual Family 
of Catherine Kasper our ministry with and among 
the poor and marginalized of society provides many 
opportunities and takes on a variety of forms given 
the many gifts and talents among the members of our 
Spiritual Family.  The process of discernment guides 
each of us in our response to the needs of the day in the 
same way that Catherine Kasper listened attentively 
and responded with courage to the needs of her time.  
Listening to the Spirit’s promptings and listening to 
input from our community members, friends and family 
members are an important part of our discernment.

After the foundation of the Fiat Spiritus Community 
each member engaged in a discernment process to 
reflect on the ways our vows animated our existing 
ministry.  This process was essentially the beginning 
of a description of the Fiat Spiritus Community way of 
service.  We spent time individually and communally 
sharing this wisdom and supporting each other as we 
all grew into a common understanding of the way God 
was calling us to serve others.

Recently, the Fiat Spiritus Community engaged in a 
discernment process for yet another way of service 
as we recognize the emerging needs for leadership 
responsibilities within our community and the larger 
Spiritual Family of Catherine (SFOC). 

As Provincial, I recently asked the members of the 
Fiat Spiritus Community to consider the various needs 
within our community for leadership responsibilities.  
During 2007-2008 over 175 requests were received 
from individuals seeking vocation information about 
the Fiat Spiritus Community.  Over 20 requests 
for consultation were received from various other 
religious communities and groups who were also 
developing new forms of consecrated life.  During the 
last two years three novices entered the community 
calling for the development and facilitation of a 
formation program.  Our community finances and 
Not for Profit 501( c )3 application process needs 
to be managed.  As the concept of the Spiritual 
Family of Catherine became a reality, opportunities 
to form a Shared Vocation, Shared Formation and 

Shared Leadership Teams also became a reality and 
representation from our community to these teams 
needs to be identified.

During the summer months preceding the Fiat Spiritus 
Community Fall Community Gathering, I contacted 
each of the members and suggested gifts and talents that 
I felt they possessed.  Discussion took place and each 
member was invited to prayerfully consider bringing 
these gifts to a specific leadership role they might 
accept.  During our October 10 – 12 Fall Community 
Gathering, the community reviewed together the needs, 
considered the gifts and talents of each of the members 
and shared in prayer and reflection.  By the end of our 
weekend together, individual members stepped forward 
to accept their new leadership responsibilities and were 
affirmed in the role by the rest of the community.  I 
was re-affirmed as Provincial for the Fiat Spiritus 
Community.  Jim Swarthout is responsible for finances.  
Sister Loretta Peters represents the community on the 
SFOC Shared Vocation Team.  She and I share the 
Vocation Ministry responsibilities for the Fiat Spiritus 
Community of initial contact with seekers to our 
community.  Jim Swarthout will join me on the SFOC 
Shared Formation Team.  Sister Rosalie Durante brings 
her skills as a psychologist providing consultation to Fiat 
Spiritus Community Vocation and Formation Ministry. 
Claudia Swarthout represents our community on the 
SFOC Leadership Group who plan SFOC weekends and 
opportunities for on-going community building. 

The process of communal discernment has provided us 
with the unique opportunity for growth as a community.  
We have engaged in the wonderful experience of 
affirming and challenging each other’s gifts and talents 
for the good of our community as well as the larger 
Spiritual Family of Catherine.  And finally, the unity 
that has been created by this process of prayerful 
listening and responding with courage has broadened 
and enlivened our understanding of community. 

God has truly been good to us.

-  Brother Bob Overland, FS Provincial

Fiat Spiritus
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Former Member Reunion

was a fitting description of how people 
value their lives and the ways they remain 
connected even if separated geographically.

Everyone who participated received a prayer 
shawl that symbolizes how each person’s life 
is part of the tapestry of God.  In a prayer 
that Sister Judith Diltz, PHJC, wrote for 
the weekend, she addresses God: “In the 
fabric of our days stitch our praise to you, O 
Weaver One.  The journeys of our threads, 
when shared, weave our separate shawls into 
a cosmic quilt enfolding all in this energy of 
Love – this Journey of Blessings.”

In order to update one another,  a PowerPoint 
presentation showed pictures of the individual 
participants with an explanation of where 
they live and what is going on in their lives at 
this time.

Sister Nancy Raboin, PHJC, designed a 
logo for the weekend that showed women 
celebrating the various phases of their 
lives.  Prints of this artwork are available as 
keepsakes from the weekend.

How the charism of Catherine Kasper 
continues to be visible in the lives of 
Associate Community members, Fiat Spiritus 
Community members and people who 
minister with the Poor Handmaids is a gift of 
the Spirit and a sign of God’s presence.  

Many people expressed interest in further 
information and ways to stay connected, 
ways of praying for one another, and sharing 
a retreat weekend that would focus on the 
charism of Blessed Catherine Kasper.

Members of the Reunion Committee 
are following up on suggestions and 
recommending that the next Reunion be 
scheduled for the summer of 2011.   

- Sister Virginia Kampwerth, PHJC, Provincial 
Councilor

(“Journey of Blessings” Weekend, continued from page 1)

Former members are greeted at the Villa

A stop at EarthWorks on a tour of the PHJC 
Ministry Center 

MoonTree’s cob cottage was another attraction on the 
PHJC Ministry Center tour 
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Former Member Reunion

Sister Virginia Kampwerth and 
Marilyn (Niemann) Frasure

Dolores (Schleper) Singler, Sisters 
Loretta Schleper, Teresa Schleper 
and Georgine Schelper

Sister Mary Boby and Sister 
Margaret Hanon

Sister Julienne Smith, former PHJC Vocation 
director was honored during the reunion

Sandy McIntire, left, and Sister Lorine 
Huelskamp
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International

Also this year, the children are awaiting vacations, but 
often and this year too, there is no school because the 
teachers are on strike.  So there are no exams.  That 
makes their years in school so much longer.  It is 
understandable that the teachers go on strike because 
their pay is miserable, but for the children such extra 
vacations are not good.  The bigger boys now have 
time for all kinds of mischief.  One way is to break up 
the roads that are already in bad condition, and then 
force passengers whose cars that have to go slow, 
to pay them.  The boys carry long boards with nails 
sticking out, to threaten the cars, until the passengers 
pay all kinds of tariffs and fines.  It is believed that 
whites are rich, no matter who they are.  Only in 
rare cases, does wearing a religious habit make a 
difference.  The boys might ask for Bibles or rosaries.  
Most of the time I carry several rosaries in my purse.  

has its own deep borehole, the pump keeps getting 
clogged.  The contractors are working on it, but this 
is small comfort.  So just a cat’s lick this morning.  
Water for brushing teeth comes from the drinking 
water bottle.  Two novices and two candidates who 
are changed every week, are already on kitchen duty. 
They prepare breakfast.  Except for Sundays, most 
of the time we have warm food for breakfast.  There 
may be leftover rice, or buns made from bread dough 
and baked in oil, or fried yam or millet.  Today it is 
pancakes.  To make breakfast for as many as 28 people 
takes some time.  We have a large gas stove, but we 
also cook a lot on the traditional open stove outside, 
with firewood.  When our building started it was on 
bush land, so there were enough dead trees and thorn 
bushes to give us firewood.  Thank God we could save 
three big trees.

At 6:30 a.m. the ten novices meet with Sister Jyothi, 
our Indian novice director, in the meditation room, 
while in our big church the 12 candidates get together 
with the professed Sisters.  The professed Sisters are 
Sister Felicia from Germany, Sisters Chinasa (who 
only just arrived two nights before), Onyenonachi, 
Chika and Veronica who had their formation in 
Germany, and myself.  Meditation and Lauds follow.  
We pray in English and we take turns in leading 
prayer.  Once a week we have choir practice.  

When in 1912 Irish missionaries came to Nigeria, they 
brought their style of praying along.  People here use 
a kind of chant that is different from Gregorian chant 
but also very devout.  Most of our Nigerians are Igbos 
from the Southeast, but we also have people from the 
Yoruba and Effik tribes as well as one Cameroonian.  
So there is a mixture of traditions and customs, but all 
like to pray.  The mixture is enriching.

Only once a week, on Friday evening, we have 
the Eucharist in our house.  Then the parish priest, 
Father Moses, comes at 5 p.m. for Hausa class – the 
language spoken in this part of Nigeria.  At 6 p.m. we 
have Mass.  There is morning Mass in the parish at 
5:45 a.m. on Wednesday and Saturday and 6 a.m. on 
Sundays.  The walk there takes about 15 minutes.  But 
luckily we have the Blessed Sacrament both in our 
church and in the meditation room, so we can go there 
for adoration.

(Midsummer Days in Nigeria, continued from page 1)

Children enjoying a meal with Sister Nkechi

I invite you to go through a typical day with us.  There 
really are no typical days, for we always have to live 
with surprises.  But we will try to give you an idea.

On Thursday, July 3, just before 6 a.m. life stirs in 
our house.  It is still pitch dark.  Here so close to the 
equator, we have twelve hours of night and twelve 
hours of daylight all the time.  So far we have no 
connection to electricity, since we were told we would 
have to pay over 10,000 Euros to get that connection.  
We switch on our generator for one hour.  This 
generator runs on diesel.  The batteries for torches or 
the kerosene for lanterns would be just as expensive 
for so many people.  We still have water problems.  
Today, too, we have no water.  Although our building 
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After breakfast, nine Sisters will leave.  Three 
candidates are taken by our driver Philip to a far away 
village still part of our parish, Azhin Kasa.  This is 
in the bush, so there is no chance for the children 
to reach any school, at least until they can walk far.  
There is no building for a school, but the village chief 
offered us a hut, and we received a grant from the 
German Embassy for a tent.  Until that comes, the 
children sit under the mango tree which also holds 
the rain off.  Instead of blackboards we use the back 
of large calendars.  About 180 children come, waiting 
eagerly for the Sisters, even running to meet them 
when the car approaches.  Age ranges from 5 to 12.  
Class is from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m., Monday through 
Friday.  As the English system is used here, children 
learn the three Rs, reading, writing and arithmetic.

Six others, two or three Sisters and four candidates 
with health training, go to the mobile clinics.  They 
have been organized and are directed by Sister 
Veronica.  Two teams reach eight villages during the 
week, keeping one day for preparation of health and 
nutrition classes and medicine shopping.  They see 
about 120 patients every day.  These village people 
have no chance for any health care, since the hospitals 
are far away and expensive, and the government health 
centers are seldom staffed.

The other Sisters, novices and candidates see to house 
cleaning and kitchen work or to the garden and our 
large farm.  We grow corn, millet, yams, pineapple 
and green vegetables as well as melons.  Sister Jyothi 
has her classes in the mornings with the novices, while 
Sister Felicia teaches them German once a week.  My 
own classes include Bible studies, personal growth 
and spirituality.  But these classes are quite irregular as 
I have to travel often, to the street children project in 
Owerri as well as to meetings with bishops and other 
officials.  And most travel takes days as the distances 
are so far.  Even going to the bank to withdraw money 
from our own account takes at least half a day.

At 12:30, we have midday prayer, and then we eat 
lunch.  Twice a week we have rice, but most of the 
time we eat fufu made from tapioca as a stiff mush, 
with Nigerian soup.  After some bouts of illness, we 
three older Sisters decided not to eat this soup but add 
some tinned food or green vegetables or onion sauce 
with tomatoes to the fufu.  Adventurous cooking!

The three teams will return during lunch from the 
clinic and school.  After dishes it is siesta time for all, 
an important time as year round temperatures seldom 
drop under 30° Celsius, with high humidity up to 95% 
in the rainy season.  It is not so easy to get people out 
of bed at 3 p.m. when classes start for the candidates.  
Sister Felicia and myself share these classes.  The 
candidates were received into postulancy on July 
16.  Besides housework and crafts the topics include, 
introduction to prayer and meditation as well as the 
life of the foundress and some personal growth classes 
and basic etiquette classes.

Sister Nkechi in the garden

Today, Thursday, there can be no classes.  The 
candidates are offering extramural classes for people 
in Garam, our town.  Some come in from other 
villages too to join the students.  There are some 
children whose parents have never gone to school 
and who need help with studies.  There are also some 
children who have never started school because 
they could not pay the fees.  There are also several 
adults who are illiterate and want to learn.  When the 
numbers went up from 80 to 200 at one point, we 
asked the principal of the school in Garam if we could 
use their classrooms.  We could not accommodate 
all in our house.  Now the number of adults dropped 
because, with the rain, there is much farm work.  They 
will come back in the dry season.  Classes are twice a 
week.  The novices teach catechism in the parish on 
Saturday and Sunday.

It is 6:00 p.m. now and it is getting dark.  We switch 
on the generator until 9 p.m.  At 6:00 p.m. we meet 
again in church and meditation room for Vespers and 
(Midsummer Days in Nigeria, continued on page 12)
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rosary, in our separate groups, followed by supper.  
There are leftovers from noon, or a porridge made 
from yams with plantains and greens, or spaghetti 
with dry fish or anything made of beans.  After dishes, 
the groups separate again for their own programs.  
Tonight the candidates and Sisters have games, while 
the novices have adoration.  These schedules change 
everyday.  At 9:00 p.m., we have night prayers.

We are happy to live here among the people who need 
us.  The child care project in Owerri is growing, the 
rehabilitation center almost finished.  Sister Nkechi 
has found another rented house for our six apprentices.  
Joined to the rehabilitation center, there will also be 

a clinic which Sister Scholastica is setting up while 
Sister Henrietta just finished her admission exam for 
the university with good marks.  She is applying now 
for a seat in guidance and counseling while here.  We 
are trying to get a seat for Sister Onyenonachi to study 
midwifery with her nursing.  The Juniorate program 
is still at its beginning as it is quite difficult to get the 
seven Junior Sisters together, but we are working on it.  
On July 4, about 20 applicants came for a vocation and 
discernment weekend.  Sister Chika had prepared the 
weekend very well.  Mother Mary Katherine’s seed is 
growing in Nigeria.

-  Sister Christeta Hess, PHJC, German Province

(Midsummer Days in Nigeria, continued from page 12)
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Our Values in Action

MoonTree Lodge is found in 
old pictures dating back to the 
1930s.  Underneath the ribbed 
aluminum siding put on in 
1980, was original clapboard-
siding. According to Mike 
Falkowski, a longtime PHJC 
Ministry Center co-worker, in 
the 1950s, 60s, 70s and 80s the 
building housed calves, then 
chickens, and finally turkeys.  
The removal of the last turkeys 
took place in the 1980s.

In 1992, with a lot of elbow 
grease, Sister Mary  Baird and 
Sister Mary Jane Ranek spic-
n-spanned the place.  The only 
things in the building at that 
point were an old confessional 
from Ancilla Domini Chapel and 
some bushel baskets, remnants 
of the Earthworks Garden 
distribution center.

The first stove used to heat the 
building was a 55-gallon barrel 
with two holes cut in the lid, one 
for a five-foot stove pipe and the 
other as the place to insert wood 
for fuel.  It sat half in and half out 
of the sliding barn doors.

Gradually over the years, art 
equipment from Sisters Consilia 
and Angelene were moved to 
MoonTree so that by the time 
MoonTree Community gathered 
in 2006…the likes of studio 
equipment was very much 
present.

After a year of dreaming and 
talking the philosophical 

Razing of MoonTree Lodge

not exceed the footprint of the 
old MoonTree Lodge and the old 
Earthworks greenhouse.

We hired Robert DeVault, a local 
recycler to raze and completely 
recycle the entire structure.  He 
and his workers completed the 
work in June 2008, recycling 
even the concrete slab.  He 
also razed and recycled the 
old Earthworks greenhouse in 
September.

So, now as you visit the “back 
40 acres” of the PHJC Ministry 
Center grounds, you’ll see an 
opening next to the cob cottage.  
This area may become a garden 
for meditation.

In trying to live into the values 
of the Poor Handmaids and 
the Earth Charter, which was 
adopted by the PHJCs, we are 
trying to build with efficiency 
and sustainability in mind.  The 
site for the new MoonTree 
Studio/Lodge will be located in 
an area of solar gain rather than 
up against a woods.

-  Sister Mary Baird, PHJC

dilemma of the MoonTree elders 
could be voiced.

Because the structure was 
approximately 75 years old with a 
cracked cement slab, rotting roof 
timbers and no assurance of healthy 
air for participants in our programs, 
it was decided a new building was 
needed.  However we could not 
dream of taking more footprint for 
a new building.  It went against all 
that we, as a PHJC ministry and the 
MoonTree Elders stood for.  The 
footprint of the new MoonTree 
Lodge and MoonTree Studio will 
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With the two other community members in 
full-time study or full-time ministry, she and 
Sister Yolanda share the responsibility of 
preparing the main meal, which is usually 
shared at 2:00 p.m.

On Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
afternoons, Sister Elvia also attends classes 
at the Juan Pablo II Institute, which is 
an intercongregational program for men 
and women in formation in religious 
congregations.  This semester her classes 
include Analysis of the Reality, Theology of 
Religious Life, Spirituality of Consecrated 
Life, Psychology of Religious Life, Prayer 
and the life of St. Paul.

Quite a load!  While each of the classes only 
meets one and a half hours per week, there is 
quite a bit of reading and other assignments 
for each class.

Beyond these scheduled times, Sister Elvia 
also makes time for personal prayer, reading, 
cleaning, laundry, and of course relaxation.  
The day ends with community evening 
prayer and cena, the light meal at the end of 
the day.

To add balance to her time, Sister Elvia 
enjoys gardening.  Her origins are in the rural 
area of southern Veracruz, so planting and 
pruning keeps her in touch with the Creator.

In asking her how she feels about returning, 
her response is that it is a blessing and that 
she feels at home.  Her expectations are that 
in this time of formation she can grow in 
deepening her relationship with God.  This is 
her desire and her dream.

- Sister Deborah Davis, PHJC

A Day in the Life of a Novice
After two years, Elvia Mina returned to the 
congregation of the Poor Handmaids of 
Jesus Christ to resume her formation.  In 
2006, Elvia decided that it was better for 

her to leave the process 
of formation in order to 
clarify certain aspects 
of her call.  In the two 
intervening years, she 
continued discerning 
with Sister Jean 
Christianson, PHJC.  A 
difficult family situation 
also played a significant 
part in her time away.  
With this having been 
largely resolved, she has 
returned to Querétaro 
as a novice, with Sister 
Yolanda Bautista as her 
novice director.

So what is it like to be 
a novice in Mexico in 
2008?  What occupies 
her time?

Though there is some 
stability to her days, like 
many of us, no two days 
are alike.

She joins her community 
(Sisters Yolanda, 
Silveria and Deborah) 
for morning prayer at 
7:00 then walks the 15 
minutes to Santa Cruz 
for daily Mass, followed 
by breakfast.  Several 
days per week, she 
has classes with Sister 

Yolanda.  Currently they are studying the 
PHJC Constitution, religious life, the three 
vows, personal development, liturgy and the 
letters of St. Paul.

Elvia shares mealtime 
responsabilities

Elvia in prayer with the community

Sisters Elvia and Yolanda meet for 
religious studies
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In Memory

On  September 1, 2008, East 
One Associate Mary Belisle 
passed away following a 
lengthy illness.  She was born 
in 1922.  Mary is survived by 
her husband, Rene (Joe) of 59 
years.  She also is survived 
by her daughter Judith Tritten 
and son James Belisle, two 
grandchildren, and her sister, 

Sister Mary Conrad Kirchhoff, PHJC.  She also has 
one brother and several nieces and nephews. 

Mary was one of the original Associates in the 
Associate Community.  Her First Commitment was in 
1983, the year of the Associates’ foundation. She was 
recognized for her 25th anniversary as an Associate 
at the Spiritual Family of Catherine weekend in July, 
2008 at Donaldson, Indiana. 

Mary is remembered for her gifts in music and art.  
She taught piano and organ lessons and was the 
organist and school secretary at St. Cyril of Jerusalem 
Parish, Taylor, Michigan, and also organist for the VA 
hospital in Allen Park, Michigan.  In addition to her 
music ministries, she also taught cake decorating and 
made many lovely wedding and birthday cakes for her 
family and friends.  She had been a leader in Camp 
Fire Girls and Cub Scouts.

A Funeral Mass for Mary was held at St. Pius X 
Catholic Church in Wyoming, Michigan on September 
5, 2008.  May Mary rest in peace.

On September 7, East Three 
Associate Frances Dettmer 
passed away.  She was a 
resident of Catherine Kasper 
Home, Donaldson, Indiana.  
Frances was born in 1918. 

Frances is survived by her 
daughter Sister Mary Ann 
Dettmer, PHJC; two other 

daughters, Theresa Yanke and Pauline Snyder; and 
two sons Robert Dettmer and Jerry Dettmer.  She 

In Memory of Our Associates
also is survived by nine grandchildren and four great 
grandchildren, two sisters, two brothers and several 
nieces and nephews.

Frances became an Associate in 2002 while a resident 
of Maria Center, Donaldson.  In 2007 she was 
recognized on her fifth anniversary as a member of the 
Associate Community. 

A Mass of Christian burial was held for Frances at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in LaPorte, Indiana on 
September 12, 2007.  May Frances rest in peace.

On September 17, Quincy 
Associate Marie Kuhn 
passed away in St. Vincent’s 
Home where she had been 
a resident for a number of 
years.  She was 96 years old.

Marie was the organist at 
St. John the Baptist Parish 
for 45 years, retiring in 2000.  

She also was a graduate of St. John Grade School in 
her youth, and was a life-long member of the parish.  
In her adulthood she was a member of St. John’s 
Leisure Club and St.Vincent’s Home Auxiliary.

Marie is survived by her daughters Marjorie 
Steinkamp, Janet Allison, Barbara St. Marie; her 
sister-in-law, Sister Florence Kuhn, PHJC; two 
brothers; 15 grandchildren; 26 great grandchildren; 
and several nieces and nephews. 

Marie made her First Commitment to the Associate 
Community in 1993, and was recognized in 2008 on 
her 15th anniversary.  

The Mass of Christian Burial was held at St. Francis 
Solanus Catholic Church in Quincy, Ilinois on October 
1, 2008.  May Marie rest in peace.
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Special Feature

Neighbors Worldwide
In the summer of 2007, Trish Alt, Ancilla Systems 
Incorporated Director of Development Services, 
contacted Nancy Johnson, President of the Legacy 
Foundation, for a luncheon meeting with a Northwest 
Indiana philanthropist.  They were joined by the 
Legacy Foundation’s summer intern, Lara Kalwinski.  
Lara was a former Lilly Endowment Community 
Scholar committed to pursuing a career in fundraising.  
Following a lively discussion of some creative 
fundraising ideas, the conversation turned to the 
latest, greatest book everyone was reading.  The 
topic of India surfaced and Lara mentioned having 
worked for several months in Bangalore.  Trish was 

delighted to meet 
someone who might 
share insights with 
her about a country 
where the PHJC 
Sisters are engaged 
in very compelling 
ministries to care 
for marginalized 
populations.

After Lara returned to Bloomington to complete her 
studies, casual communications continued with Trish.  
The friendship evolved into a classic example of the 
PHJC motto “Partners in the work of the Spirit.”  
When the American Province responded to a request 
from Sister Jolise May, PHJC General Superior, to 
provide some development technical assistance to the 
Indian Province, Trish immediately thought of Lara, 
who was about to conclude her formal studies.  The 
timing was perfect.

Lara was invited to join the Development Services 
staff by Toni Mola, Administrator of Ancilla Systems 
Incorporated, ASI, last September.  Lara started her 
interim position with the American Province as the 
ASI Development Project Manager.  In addition to 
site visits to many of the PHJC ministries, Lara is 
spending time with Brother Bob Overland, FS on 
mission integration.  She will be well-grounded in 
PHJC mission, vision and values when she departs 
for India at the end of 2008 to assist the Indian Sisters 
with establishing a formal fundraising strategy. 

Lara has a long family history 
with the Poor Handmaids.  She 
fondly remembers frequent 
family trips to the Motherhouse 
in Donaldson to visit her great 
aunt, Sister Emeric Toth.  Her 
great uncle, Father Stephen 
Cvaniga, was the pastor at St. 
Bavo’s in Mishawaka, Indiana 
where the Poor Handmaids taught school.  The Sisters 
integrated students with intellectual and developmental 
disabilities into their classrooms at St. Bavo’s school.  
This decision was controversial at the time, but the 
Sisters were ahead of a trend that is now commonly 
accepted.  It is this history of attentive listening and 
courageous response that Lara admires most about the 
Sisters.

Lara graduated from Indiana University in 
Bloomington earning her law degree and Master’s 
of public affairs with a concentration in nonprofit 
management.  She has worked and conducted research 
in Ghana, Liberia and India.

Lara is excited about working with the Sisters in India. 
She will be sharing details of her India experience with 
PHJC supporters via electronic photos while she is in 
Bangalore.  We will all anticipate hearing her stories 
of India when she returns for visits to the American 
Province several times each year.

-	Trish Alt, ASI Director of Development Services

her about a country 

Lara Kalwinski

Sr. Ann with sefl -help group 
in Sebastiarpuram, India
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Lindenwood

Lindenwood New Addition a Reality

As with any project, there will be some inconvenience 
to our guests, but we are hopeful all will be 
understanding and keep in mind the long-term 
outcome.  And, as with any project, if anyone wishes 
to make a contribution to the capital campaign, 
they may do so by sending their donation to the 
Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center.

We are very excited about the projects taking place 
at Lindenwood that will allow us to serve our guests 
more efficiently. 

- Ruth VanVactor, Program and Marketing Coordinator for 
Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center

Ground-breaking for the Lindenwood addition (L to 
R): Dale Law, Vice President Support Services Ancilla 
Systems Incorporated; Members of PHJC Provincial 
Leadership: Sr. Virginia Kampwerth PHJC, Sr. Kathy 
Haas PHJC, Sr. Nora Hahn PHJC, Sr. Marlene Ann 
Lama, PHJC, Loretta Peters, Director of Lindenwood 
Retreat and Conference Center.

I just celebrated my fourth anniversary as part of the 
Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center staff.  It 
seems almost from the beginning, the office has been 
dreaming of having our meeting spaces and offices in 
one location with our overnight accommodations at 
the Villa Maria.  Well, as they say, don’t ever give up 
on your dreams.  It is happening!

In August 2007 the Lindenwood staff gathered 
and discussed what an addition at the Villa might 
look like to serve guests arriving at Lindenwood 
for programs and retreats.  That information was 
sent to the architectural firm of Morrison, Kattman 
Menze, Inc. and a few weeks later the first of many 
drawings appeared.  For all of us in the office, this has 
been quite an experience – we never knew so many 
decisions would have to be made!  And now, 
14 months later, the bid was accepted and the contract 
for the Lindenwood Retreat and Conference Center 
addition has been awarded to Majority Builders out of 
South Bend, Indiana.

The addition will extend to the northeast of the current 
Villa Maria.  The first floor of the addition will have 
a large welcoming lobby area, three meeting rooms, 
bookstore, restrooms, office space, and storage area.  
The lower level will have a large storage area, meeting 
room, restrooms, and lounge area which will open 
onto a patio facing the Prayer Garden and labyrinth.  

Guests will arrive at the main entrance of the new 
addition, be welcomed by our receptionist and 
directed to their meeting room and/or overnight 
accommodation.  Overnight guests will be in close 
proximity with their meeting rooms making it more 
convenient to go from one to another.  

Not only will there be an addition to Villa Maria, but 
there will be some renovations to the Villa itself.   A 
new elevator will be conveniently located where the 
new addition joins the current Villa, once again making 
it more hospitable for our guests going from floor to 
floor.  All windows will be replaced with more energy 
efficient windows.  Each of the bedrooms will have new 
electrical, plumbing, lighting, and the private bathroom/
shower area will be more “guest friendly.”
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This&That
The International Communications Committee 
met in Donaldson, Indiana from November 11-
18, 2008.  This committee is comprised of a lay 
communicator and Poor Handmaids living in 
Germany, India, England, the Netherlands, the 
United States, Brazil, Kenya and Mexico.  

The ICC was established in 1983 when the 
General Chapter decided to further international 
communications within the PHJC Congregation.

The purpose of ICC is to communicate the mission 
of the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ both 
internally and externally.  This is to be done by 
using all available media as well as using newly-
developed forms of communications.  ICC is 
responsible for publications and communications 
for the entire Congregation.

During their time together, the ICC members 
discussed communications needs of the 
congregation, learned about and practiced 
videoconferencing and planned for the 2009 
General/Province/Region (GPR) meeting.

Time was taken from their schedule to visit Menno-
Hof in Shipshewana, Indiana.  Menno-Hof is a non-
profit information center that teaches visitors about 
the faith and life of Amish and Mennonites. 

After a busy week of learning and planning, the 
ICC members returned to their countries to use their 
newfound knowledge.

Ancilla College Holds Annual Donor Recognition 
Dinner – Ancilla College hosted their annual Donor 
Recognition Dinner on Thursday, October 9, 2008.

Over 140 of the College’s 
most generous donors 
were on hand as Ancilla 
College President Dr. Ron 
May presented College 
Board member Will Erwin 
with the Ancilla Award, the 
first time such an honor has 
been given since 2002.  

“It makes you feel very humble,” said Erwin.  
“Ancilla College has done so many things for so 
many people, and it’s done so much for me.  I can’t 
help but think how inverse it is – here, the College 
is honoring me, but Ancilla College has done 
everything for me.  Every time I come here, I think 
of it.”

Over 70 Lampen Award Honorees were recognized 
on the evening for having each donated in excess of 
$1000 in the past fiscal year.

Nazareth Home hosted the largest and most 
successful fundraiser in its history on October 16, 
2008 at the Hammond Federal Courthouse.

Over 325 guests enjoyed a delightful evening 
including a wonderful array of chef-prepared 
selections, fabulous live and silent auction items, 
a fun-filled 50/50 raffle and entertainment by the 
Billy Foster Trio.  Sister Barbara Kuper, Foster 
Mother and Director, was very grateful for the love 
and  incredible support that was shown by many 
wonderful supporters and friends of Nazareth Home.

Will Erwin and Dr. 
Ron May.

Sitting r-l: Sisters 
Jophy, Stella, Faith, 
and Jolise
Standing r-l: Sister 
Flora, Julie, Sisters 
Paul, Ancilla, Edith, 
Virginia, and Joyce

The reception area of the Motherhouse has been 
renovated.  A new handicap accesible entrance and 
elevator have also been added.

Jophy, Stella, Faith, Jophy, Stella, Faith, 

Will Erwin and Dr. Will Erwin and Dr. 
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PHJC Bazaar Prize Winners
High winds, heavy rains and flooded highways brought on by Hurricane Ike couldn’t dampen the spirit of all 
who attended the bazaar in its indoor venue.   Guests commented that it was “like the good old days” when the 
bazaar was held inside.

Lucky winners of the raffles were:

David Kindt     Quilt
Judy Buffington  Beaver Fur Bear
Marge Noak  Quilt
Diana Snyder  World Globe
D.J. Schmitz  Quilt
Therese Derbas  Snowman Cookie Jar and $25.00
Richard Weiland  Quilt
Carole Silich  Nutcracker and $25 for nuts
Gloria Tremback  Quilt
Patricia Zimmerman  10 piece cookware set
Ken Gibson  Afghan
Victoria Sohovich  12 piece Cookware Set
Fay Rodgers  Afghan
Joanne Sellis  Hand embroidered table cloth
Millie Hutchings  Afghan
Kenneth Schroder  Pamper Chef Family Skillet
Mary Mamrila  Afghan
Dennis Danko  Picnic Basket
Shirley Alberts  Comforter/Quilt
Kathryn Timmerman  Ministry Center Gift Basket
Chelsea Howard  Afghan
B. Simmons  Triple Candlestick Holder
Meg Distler  Quilt Rack
Dee Karnia  Digital Television Set
Joan Mulloy  Weekend at Anthony Acres Resort
N. Balka  Patio Grill
Joan Olps  Coleman Portable Propane Stove
Eva Sandoval  Digital Camera
Gene Hoffman  Hand Painted Chair
J. Snyder  Water Color Painting
M. Guerrero  Razor Scooter
Mary Herber  Snowman Draft Dodger and $25
Robert Wehner  Thanksgiving Turkey Platter 
  and $25 for the turkey
Mary Jo Zawierucha  Radio/Tape Recorder/CD player
Elleen Leahey  Outdoor Dining Canopy
Msgr. Wolf  Porcelain Nativity
Marge Franzman  3-piece Essentials Fry Pans 
  and 7 piece knife set
Eileen Schrager  T-Fal Griddle/Fry Pan and knife set
Katherine Cash  Cassette Player and $25 for Cassettes

A. Molder  29- piece picnic set
Dolores Callahan  7-piece cookware set
Judith Swanson  Hand crocheted table cloth
Carole Szuhaj  Hand-stitched holiday table runners
Alice O’Mera  Fleece blanket
Sr. Virginia   Paisley Comforter/Quilt
Sr. Bonnie  Afghan
Jacolyn Schlautman  Silk Waterproof Jacket 
Judy Tritten  Lamp
Sr. Carole L.  GPS Navigation System
Mary Noble  Fleece Blanket
Barb Mitchell  Afghan

50/50 Raffle Winners
Joseph Gonzales 
Bernice Holland 
Marilyn Wiley 
Rita M. Kelley 

Development

Barbara Abel and 
Donna Smith

Bazaar raffl e prizes

Sister Nora Hahn 
draws the names of 

the raffl e winners
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Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Looking Forward to the Future
From Community Week’s theme, “Kindling the Fire” to the 2009 Provincial 
Chapter theme, “Igniting our Future,” the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ 
are preparing for the future.  

In January 2009 the highest level of governance of the American Province 
will gather to discuss their hopes and needs for the future. The Chapter 
convenes every four years and is held in two parts - Chapter of Affairs in 
January and Chapter of Elections in April.  Chapter of Elections will elect 
the leadership of the American Province. 

The Chapter Steering Committee has been planning since December 2007 
for the upcoming meetings.

Sister Nancy Raboin, PHJC created the watercolor for the Chapter logo, 
which has a significant interpretation: “Inspired by the Spirit (flame) we 
seek to ignite our future as we joyfully (dancer) pour out our gifts (flowing 
water) to all.”

-	 Julie Dowd, Communications Director 


